	2019 STATE NURSERY LANDSCAPE KNOWLEDGE TEST

	Student Name:________________________________________________    Score:__________________

	Chapter:_____________________________________________   Contestant Number:_______________

	Directions: Read each question carefully and choose the best possible answer.  Record your answer choices on the provided Scantron sheets, by correctly bubbling in your answer.  Each correct answer is worth 10 points.

	1.
	Which is a document that contains a concise summary of a person’s education, skills, work experience, and other job qualifications?

	
	a. Cover letter

	
	b. Job description

	
	c. References

	
	d. Resume

	2.
	This organization was established in 1970 by the US Congress to ensure safe and healthy work places?

	
	a. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

	
	b. National Institute for Health

	
	c. Occupational Safety and Health Administration

	
	d. US Dept. of Labor

	3.
	The three basic steps to selling nursery landscape plants are creating an interest, convincing the customer, and:

	
	a. Cleaning the sales counter.

	
	b. Closing the sale.

	
	c. Coming to work.

	
	d. Counting the money.

	4.
	Before being transplanted, seedlings should:

	
	a. Be disbudded.

	
	b. Be 6 inches tall.

	
	c. Have flowers.

	
	d. Have true leaves.

	5.
	Which growing media has the least aeration?

	
	a. Gravel

	
	b. Perlite

	
	c. Soil

	
	d. Vermiculite

	6.
	Bedding plant seedlings should be held by the leaves when being transplanted to:

	
	a. Avoid injury to stems.

	
	b. Prevent damage to flower petals.

	
	c. Increase stem rot.

	
	d. Pull off dead leaves.





e. 

	7.
	The type of pruning used to cut old branches back to the ground is:

	
	a. Heading back.

	
	b. Renewal.

	
	c. Root.

	
	d. Thinning.

	8.
	What should be the shape of the bottom of a hole used to plant a bare-root tree?

	
	a. Dome

	
	b. Flat

	
	c. Pointed

	
	d. Square

	9.
	The fact that a single cell has all of an organism’s genetic information and has the ability to differentiate into any type of cell is known as:

	
	a. cryopreservation

	
	b. in vitro

	
	c. somaclonal variation

	
	d. totipotency

	10.
	Newly planted trees should be staked to:

	
	a. Hold plant straight.

	
	b. Hold water.

	
	c. Prevent soil erosion.

	
	d. Provide mulch.

	11.
	A biological agent or virus that can cause a disease is a:

	
	a. Bactericide.

	
	b. Herbicide.

	
	c. Legume.

	
	d. Pathogen.

	12.
	Which type of landscape balance is least formal?

	
	a. Asymmetrical

	
	b. Equal

	
	c. Even

	
	d. Symmetrical

	13.
	The last step in the landscape project development process is:

	
	a. Bill the customer for work done.

	
	b. Determine the need or objective.

	
	c. Develop a maintenance schedule.

	
	d. Subcontract the pest control.

	14.
	This is a water-based, soilless growing method that is the fastest-growing sector of the green industry.

	
	a. Container gardening

	
	b. Hydroponics

	
	c. Tissue culture

	
	d. Viticulture

	15.
	Which items should be checked when inspecting a greenhouse for needed structural repairs?

	
	a. Electricity, fuel, and water

	
	b. Fans, thermostats, and timers

	
	c. Foundation, doors, and frame

	
	d. Humidistat, photocell, and gas

	16.
	At what height should thermostats be installed in a greenhouse to get the most accurate readings?

	
	a. Ground level

	
	b. One foot above ground level

	
	c. Plant level

	
	d. Six feet above ground level

	17.
	Which signal word on pesticide labels is used to indicate the highest potential threat to human health?

	
	a. Caution

	
	b. Warning

	
	c. Danger

	
	d. Hazard

	18.
	Most lawn grasses grow best in a well-limed soil with at pH of:

	
	a. 4.5-5.0


	
	b. 5.0-5.5

	
	c. 5.5-6.0

	
	d. 6.0-6.5

	19.
	Because azaleas produce flowers on wood grown the previous growing season, the shrubs should be pruned in the late:

	
	a. Fall.

	
	b. Spring.

	
	c. Summer.

	
	d. Winter.

	20.
	When seeding a lawn, the seed should be covered with soil to a depth of: 

	
	a. 1/8-3/8 inch

	
	b. ½ - ¾ inch

	
	c. 7/8 inch

	
	d. 1 inch

	21.
	When fertilizing a newly planted tree, fertilizer should be applied:

	
	a. As a foliar spray, on the leaves.

	
	b. In the bottom of the hole, beneath the root ball.

	
	c. In holes 24” apart, around the drip line of the tree.

	
	d. On the top of the ground around the trunk.

	22.
	Roots of many container-grown, woody plants die when temperatures drop below:

	
	a. 20 degrees F

	
	b. 12 degrees F

	
	c. 5 degrees F

	
	d. 0 degrees F

	23.
	Which of the following is considered a benefit of using mulch in landscapes?

	
	a. Encourages weed growth

	
	b. Allows for extreme soil temperature fluctuations

	
	c. Prevents water retention

	
	d. Enhances landscape appearance

	24.
	How many pounds of Potassium are in 50 lbs. of 15-0-14 fertilizer?

	
	a. 0

	
	b. 7

	
	c. 7.5

	
	d. 14

	25.
	What does a landscape architect do?

	
	a. Cares for plants after they are planted

	
	b. Constructs pools, fences, and driveways

	
	c. Installs landscape plants and structures

	
	d. Plans and designs outdoor environments

	26.
	In most of North Carolina, the bedding plants that can be found growing outside in winter are:

	
	a. Begonias

	
	b. Impatiens

	
	c. Pansies

	
	d. Petunias

	27.
	The largest expense for using plugs to establish a lawn is:

	
	a. Fertilizer.

	
	b. Labor.

	
	c. Pesticides.

	
	d. Seeds.

	28.
	Which plant has small, white petaled flowers in dense, flattened clusters and blooms early-to-late-spring?

	
	a. Evergreen Candytuft

	
	b. Gloxinia

	
	c. Japanese Yew

	
	d. Parlor Palm

	29.
	The first step of lawn seedbed preparation is:

	
	a. Conditioning the soil.

	
	b. Grading the slope.

	
	c. Mowing the lawn.

	
	d. Tilling the soil.

	30.
	When a plant reaches the maximum recommended size for its container, it should be:

	
	a. Fertilized.

	
	b. Limed.

	
	c. Pruned.

	
	d. Transplanted.

	31.
	Which pruning tool is used for most pruning in elevated locations?

	
	a. Ax

	
	b. Hand shears

	
	c. Hedge shears

	
	d. Pole pruner

	32.
	Compared to the functional diagram, the amount of detail in the final landscape plan is:

	
	a. Less.

	
	b. More.

	
	c. One half.

	
	d. Same.

	33.
	The genus for the plants with the common name maple is:

	
	a. Acer.

	
	b. Ilex.

	
	c. Pinus.

	
	d. Prunus.

	34.
	The total pounds of plant nutrients in 200 pounds of 10-10-10 fertilizer is:

	
	a. 30

	
	b. 60

	
	c. 100

	
	d. 200

	35.
	A soil with a pH of 5.6 is:

	
	a. Acidic.

	
	b. Alkaline.

	
	c. Neutral.

	
	d. Basic.

	36.
	Mums are propagated by:

	
	a. Division.

	
	b. Hardwood cuttings.

	
	c. Seeds.

	
	d. Softwood cuttings.

	37.
	The pH of an alkaline soil may be lower by adding:

	
	a. Calcium.

	
	b. Gypsum.

	
	c. Lime.

	
	d. Sulfur.

	38.
	The four main parts of a complete flower are:

	
	a. Anthers, filaments, receptacle, stamens.

	
	b. Receptacle, ovary, stamens, style.

	
	c. Stamens, sepals, pistil, petals.

	
	d. Stigma, ovule, style, ovary.

	39.
	The bud on the end of a stem is a:

	
	a. Lateral bud.

	
	b. Lenticel.

	
	c. Root Cap.

	
	d. Terminal bud.

	40.
	Which nutrient is an example of a trace element?

	
	a. Calcium

	
	b. Magnesium

	
	c. Potassium

	
	d. Zinc

	41.
	The pruning technique that shortens rather than totally removes a twig is:

	
	a. Heading back.

	
	b. Jump cutting.

	
	c. Middle cutting.

	
	d. Thinning out.

	42.
	Pruning plants into unusual shapes that are used in very formal settings is:

	
	a. Silhouette pruning.

	
	b. Topiary pruning.

	
	c. Renewal cut.

	
	d. Air layering.

	43.
	A tool used to make holes in media for transplanting seedlings or cuttings is a:

	
	a. Dibble.

	
	b. Dowel.

	
	c. Planting bar.

	
	d. Trowel.

	44.
	This nutrient helps promote a healthy root system and seed production. When a plant is deficient in this nutrient, leaves can often appear purple.

	
	a. N.

	
	b. P.

	
	c. K.

	
	d. S.

	45.
	The green part of the flower which covers and protects the flower bud before it opens is the:

	
	a. Filament.

	
	b. Ovary.

	
	c. Receptacle.

	
	d. Sepal.

	46.
	This material is a major part of most nursery substrates and is a sustainable alternative to peat moss.

	
	a. Absorbent gel

	
	b. Pine bark

	
	c. Silicate

	
	d. Sulphur

	47.
	Which grass should be used in western North Carolina to establish a lawn that will tolerate high use and wear?

	
	a. Bermudagrass

	
	b. Centipedegrass

	
	c. Kentucky bluegrass

	
	d. Zoysiagrass

	48.
	Soil particle sizes from largest to smallest are:

	
	a. Clay, silt, sand.

	
	b. Sand, silt, clay.

	
	c. Sand, clay, silt.

	
	d. Silt, sand, clay.

	49.
	Which of the following is not a term that describes the ways that vines climb structures or other plants?

	
	a. Twining

	
	b. Tendrils

	
	c. Clasping

	
	d. Holdfasts

	50.
	The least expensive way for landscapers and clients to purchase trees and shrubs is:

	
	a. Balled and burlapped

	
	b. Container-grown

	
	c. Bare-rooted

	
	d. From a retail garden center
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